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4 Encourage the Inclusion of Local Character 
 

 
 
 

 
 

  
  
  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Recommendations  
 

• Local materials and craftsmanship are encouraged in new development and 
renovations. 

• Avoid nostalgic misrepresentations of local culture and character. 

Issues

Values and Ideas 
Supported

 

The city is a collection of what we find valuable in our region, the visual 
form of the city with its special places, building types, architectural 
details and “town form”, as well as the everyday and special activities of 
our diverse population and their individual and collective cultures.  
 
The preservation and inclusion of local character is paramount to the 
identity of Ellsworth.  Cities across America are losing their identity to 
franchise development, strip mall creation, and lack of planning.  The 
city must incorporate a part of ourselves if we it is to retain the character 
of Ellsworth. 
 
 
Economic Viability 
District Character 
Diversity of Space 
Historic Relevance 
Identity and Sense of Place 
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5 Control On-Site Parking 
 

 
 
 

 
 

  
  
  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Recommendations 
  

• Parking should be located to the side or rear of lots. 

• Planting screens and buffers should provide relief from glare, heat, and visual 
clutter of vehicles and parking lots. 

• Pedestrian movements are an important aspect of parking lot design.  Minimize 
pedestrian crossings of vehicle travel ways. 

• Provide visual cues such as signage, bollards, plantings, etc. for pedestrians in 
parking lots. 

• Sidewalks along the head of parking stalls should be wide enough to accommodate 
the 1-2’ overhang of a car bumper and allow for comfortable pedestrian movement. 

Issues

Values and Ideas 
Supported

Example

 

What is the image you are trying to present to the public?  Is the front of 
your shop, office, or residence a tidy lawn, public plaza, or active 
outdoor café or is it an asphalt parking lot with moving cars providing a 
barrier to your door?  Areas with nothing of visual interest tend to cause 
people to speed up and drive by whereas pedestrian activity, landscaping, 
and attractive buildings tend to slow drivers dawn as they appreciate that 
environment. 
 
Planting in parking lots is extremely important.  Trees and shrubs filter 
runoff, provide shade, absorb carbon dioxide, and break up the visual 
impact of the parking lot. 
 
 
Economic Viability 
District Character 
Diversity of Space 
 
Identity and Sense of Place 
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6 Create Buildings with Human Scale 
 

 
 
 

 
 

  
  
  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Recommendations 
  

• Change street level materials and detailing to visually reduce overall height of building. 

• Utilize a base wall, window wall, banding, columns, and pilasters to break up length of 
elevation. 

• Protect entries by providing shade with awnings, portico roofs, or covered recesses. 

• In city center zones of extended length, access business/retail from within continuous 
arcades. 

• If 2 story glass is implemented add a Mezzanine or Gallery level within Building. 

• Scale signage to pedestrian sizes and proportions and proportion windows according to 
use of building. 

•  Consider a rhythm of small scale Cafes, Coffee/Tea shops, Through Wall Food & 
Beverage. 

• Provide Entry and Exit points to shops accessed by passageway only. 

Issues

Values and Ideas 
Supported

Example

 

Large, expansive buildings that lack architectural interest tend to 
overpower a site and lack the visual interest, character or charm that 
work towards the development of identity and space.  In addition to 
providing shelter and interior use, buildings provide form, shape, and 
definition to the outside environment as well.  Particular attention needs 
to be taken when considering building mass, color, and articulation when 
developing buildings and facades in the Conservation District. 
 
Economic Viability 
District Character 
Diversity of Space 
Historic Relevance 
Identity and Sense of Place 
 








