1.

CHAPTER 48
WRECKERS AND VEHICLE TOWING ORDINANCE

Purpose.

The City of Ellsworth is one of the largest customers for towing services in Hancock
County. The City seeks to ensure that towing services used for police related towing
meet minimum qualifications to ensure the safety and security of the public and their
property while allowing for efficient and orderly towing. The City also seeks to ensure
that qualified towers have equal access to business generated as a result of police tows.

2.

Towing Rotation List Established.

2.1. A towing rotation list is hereby established. Any towing service holding a
Statement of Qualification from the Chief of Police or his designee shall be eligible
for inclusion on that list.

2.2. Any eligible towing service shall be included in the towing rotation list at the
written request of that towing service submitted to the Chief of Police. That written
request shall state that the towing service, and its owners its officers and employees
are familiar with the terms of this Ordinance and agree to be bound thereby.
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2.3. The towing rotation list shall be used for all non-preference tows.

2.4. The Ellsworth Police Department shall call the towing service at the top of the
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towing rotation list for any non-preference tow. After being given or refusing a tow
offer, the towing service will be placed at the bottom of the list.

2.5. The Ellsworth Police Department shall have the authority to call a towing
service that outside of the towing rotation list in the following circumstances:

2.5.1. Itis necessary to impound the vehicle for law enforcement purposes.

2.5.2. Public safety requires the immediate removal of the vehicle. Any towing
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the towing rotation list.
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2.5.3. An error is made by the Ellsworth Police Department in calling rotation.
Any towing service erroneously called under this section of the Ordinance shall
be moved to the bottom of the towing rotation list.

2.5.4. The vehicle to be towed is owned, leased or operated by the City of
Ellsworth.

3.  Application for Statement of Qualification.

A towing service seeking a Statement of Qualification for inclusion in the towing rotation
list shall submit an application therefore to the Chief of Police.

3.1. The following materials shall constitute a complete application.

3.1.1. Completed and signed application form.

3.1.2. The name, address and date of birth of each person employed as a driver
or who otherwise has access to any secure storage area, or who is an owner,
officer, partner or principal of the applicant.

3.1.3. A description of the location, size and security features of the secure
storage area at which towed vehicles shall be stored and released. This
description shall be sufficiently complete that the Chief of Police can determine
whether the facility meets the requirements of this Ordinance.

3.1.4. A list of the towing equipment available to the operator that will be used
for rotational towing.

3.1.5. The location of the release facility to which the public must come to claim
towed vehicles.

3.1.6. A copy of the driver's license for each individual who will drive the
applicant's vehicles. In the event a new driver is hired subsequent to an
applicant's inclusion in the towing rotation list, that driver may not drive on
towing rotation list tows until a copy of that license is submitted to the Chief of
Police.
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3.1.7. Proof of insurance in not less than the following amounts:

3.1.7.1. Garage keepers insurance insuring against loss to vehicles stored at
the yard due to fire, theft, windstorm, vandalism and explosion, in an amount
no less than twenty-five thousand dollars ($25,000.00) with each vehicle
suffering loss or damage being deemed a separate loss. This policy shall also
insure against loss due to hoisting, lifting or towing of vehicles in the same
amount.

3.1.7.2. Commercial liability insurance insuring the operation of the
applicant's business for bodily injury or property damage in the amount of three
hundred thousand dollars ($300,000.00) combined single limit.

3.1.7.3.  Vehicle liability insurance insuring each tow vehicle covering
personal injury loss in the amount of three hundred thousand dollars
($300,000.00), combined single limit, or such greater amount as shall be
required by Maine law. Such policy shall also provide for property damage
msurance in the amount of twenty-five thousand dollars. ($25,000.00).

3.1.8. Each proof of insurance required by section 3.1.7 shall be accompanied
by:

3.1.8.1. An endorsement by the carrier providing thirty (30) days prior
written notice to the City of Ellsworth of any changes in coverage or
cancellation of the policy.

3.1.8.2. An endorsement holding the City of Ellsworth, its officers, agents
and employees, harmless from all claims whether direct, for contribution, or
subrogation.

3.1.9. The lapse or cancellation of any insurance coverage required by section
3.1.7 shall be grounds for immediate suspension from the towing rotation list until
proof of adequate coverage is provided to the Chief of Police in the manner
specified in Section 3.1.6 and 7, above.
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