CHAPTER 37
SPECIAL AMUSEMENT PERMIT ORDINANCE

The City of Ellsworth hereby ordains that an ordinance entitled “Special Amusement
Permit Ordinance of the City of Ellsworth” be hereby adopted as follows:

ARTICLE 1 TITLE, PURPOSE AND DEFINITIONS
Section 101. Title

This ordinance shall be known and may be cited as the Special Amusement Permit
Ordinance of the City of Ellsworth.

Section 102. Purpose

The purpose of this Ordinance is to control, as required by Title 28 A, Section 1054,
MRSA, as amended, the issuance of Special Permits for music, dancing or entertainment
in facilities licensed by the State of Maine, to sell liquor in the City of Ellsworth.

Section 103. Definitions

103.1 Entertainment. For the purposes of this Ordinance, “entertainment” shall include
any amusement, performance, exhibition or diversion for patrons or customers of
the licensed premises whether provided by professional entertainers or by full-time
or part-time employees if the licensed premises whose incidental duties include
activities with an entertainment value.

103.2 Licensee. For the purposes of this Ordinance, the term “licensee” shall include the
holder of a license issued pursuant to the provisions of Title 28, MRSA, Liquors,
as amended, or any person, individual, partnership, firm, association, corporation
or other legal entity acting as agent or employee of any holder of said license.

ARTICLE II GENERAL
Section 201. Permit Required

No licensee for the sale of liquor or malt liquor to be consumed on the licensed premises,
situated in the City of Ellsworth, shall permit on said licensed premises, any music,
except radio or other mechanical device, any dancing or entertainment of any sort unless
the licensee shall have first obtained from the City Council of Ellsworth, a special
amusement permit signed by at least a majority of the members of said City Council.

Applications for all special amusement permits shall be made in writing to the said City
Council and shall state the name of the applicant; his residence address; the name of the
business to be conducted; his business address; the nature of his business; the location to
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be used; whether the applicant has ever had a license to conduct the business therein
described either denied or revoked and, if so, the applicant shall describe those
circumstances specifically; whether the applicant, including all partners or corporate
officers, has ever been convicted of a felony and, is so, the applicant shall describe
spectifically those circumstances; and any additional information as may be needed by the
City Council in the issuing of the permit, including but not limited to a copy of the
applicants current liquor license.

No permit shall be issued for any thing, or act, or premises, if the premises and building
to be used for the purposes do not fully comply with all ordinances, articles, bylaws, or
rules and regulations of the City of Ellsworth.

The fee for a special amusement permit shall be Ten Dollars ($10.00).

The City Council shall, prior to granting a permit and after reasonable notice to the
municipality and the applicant, hold a public hearing within 15 days of the date the
request was received, at which the testimony of the applicant and that of any interested
members of the public shall be taken.

The City Council shall grant a permit unless it finds that issuance of the permit will be
detrimental to the public health, safety or welfare, or would violate municipal ordinances,
or rules and regulations, articles or bylaws.

A permit shall be valid only for the license year of the applicant’s existing liquor license,
*and a permit shall not be issued until evidence of a valid Maine State Liquor License has
been issued to the applicant is presented.

201.1 Classes of permits. Special amusement permits granted by the City Council shall
be limited to the following classes:

Class A — Single Instrumentalist without mechanical amplification.

Class B — Single Instrumentalist and Vocalist without mechanical amplification.

Class C — One or more vocalists and/or instrumentalists without mechanical

amplification.

Class D — Any one of the above with mechanical amplification.

Class E — Dancing with any of the above or accompanied by music produced by radio or

other mechanical device.

and any permit granted shall be for one of the above noted classes. A licensee shall not
permit on the licensed premises, any music, dancing or entertainment which exceeds that
permitted by the class of his permit, during the period for which his permit is valid as
otherwise determined by this ordinance.

During the period for which his license is valid, the licensee may reapply for a new

special amusement permit, if he elects to permit dancing, music or entertainment which
exceeds that permitted by the current permit. Such reapplication shall be governed by all

*Amended 2/26/79






